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material of the offering. The Svetasvataropanisad1 states
that the Supreme Being creates Brahma and communicates
to him the Vedas. The Brhadaranyaka IV. 5. 11 has:
"As from a fire kindled.. .smoke issue, even, so, tie
rRgveda etc.....are all the breath of this infinite Reality."
The Brahma-siitras I. 1. 3 declares that Brahman is the
source of the Vedas; and I. 3. 29 of the same book affirms
them to be eternal. The Mimamsia-sutras 1.1. 18 establishes
the eternality of the Word.   The first stanza of Srln^ad-
bhagavata, voicing the view of the Puranas in general,
states that God, the Supreme Truth, caused the Vedas to
appear in the mind of Brahma, the first ' poet7.' Smrtia
generally state that the  eternally existing Vedas were
remembered  by the  Creator   at  the  beginning of  the
cycle of creation and transmitted to the world through!
the succession of teachers and learners.   Sri jSankara in
his Introduction to the Glta-bhasya, speaks of the impart-
ing   of   the   Eeligion   of  Work   and   the   Religion  of
Renunciation, constituting the contents of the Vedas, to
Prajapatis like Marlei and sages like Sanaka, by Lord
Narayana, immediately after the creation of the universe,
and also of the subsequent dissemination of the Vedic
lore through that channel.   These various accounts given
in  the authoritative books of the past speak for the
inspirational quality of the Vedas and the great veneration
with which they were looked upon from the dawn of
Hindu civilization.
Even though the orthodox teachers of India do not
assent to the dialectic differences and chronological strata
recognised by Western scholars in the body of the
Vedas, they have their own logical appellations, divisions
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